1. Call Out Qualified – COQ

A. 
Definition

Call out Qualification is intended to establish the most basic level of training and preparation for Search and Rescue activities within Amherst County Search and Rescue (ACSAR). The purpose is to facilitate rapid involvement of new members in search incidents while ensuring to the extent feasible, that members representing ACSAR are capable of performing as useful members, primarily engaged in uncomplicated tasks. Persons of this training level are not intended to be involved in task of dangerous, intricate, or politically sensitive natures. COQ’s must be familiar with the ACSAR policies and procedures and must posses the common sense and maturity to serve the organization effectively.

B. 
Qualifications

To be considered Call-out Qualified, ACSAR members must meet the following requirements

1. Complete and submit an ACSAR/VSAR application to the Crew Training Officer

2. Meet all of the requirements specified in the ACSAR/VSAR By-Laws

3. Participate satisfactorily in ACSAR/VSAR Crew training covering the role of the COQ, ACSAR /VSAR policies and procedures, SAR operations, legal aspects of SAR,  minimum personal equipment, short term survival, basic search tactics, and personal safety.

4. Participate satisfactorily in a minimum of one ACSAR or joint practical exercise.

5. Meet the ACSAR minimum equipment requirements set forth in the ACSAR Operations Manual, and

6. Demonstrate the ability to function as an effective member on a field team on an uncomplicated task, as judged by the Crew Training Officer

C. 
Equipment requirements- ACSAR/VSAR Essentials  
Minimum Personal COQ Equipment List- all COQ personnel are required to respond with the following equipment and carry the equipment on field tasks:
Appropriate clothes and footgear for fair and foul weather

Daypack/ small backpack

· Pocket Knife

· Whistle

· Orienteering Style Compass

· 2 Light sources- Headlamp (recommended) or Flashlight (spare bulbs and batteries)

· 1 qt of water (minimum) more is better

· Matches/ lighters and fire starter (waterproofed)

· Personal First Aid Kit (make it a good one) 

· 2 - 30 gallon Orange trash bag (available through the Crew)

· 1 day supply High Energy Food

· Waterproof notebook and pen 

· 3 rolls Flagging Tape (limited quantities available through the Crew) 

· Leather Gloves

· 2 pair plastic or vinyl examining gloves (limited quantities available through the Crew) 
· 5 one-gallon size freezer bags

Other Personal items you may want:

Eye protection (goggles) 

Sunscreen

Insect repellant

Sun glasses

Water purification tablets or filter (you must purify any water from the trail)

GPS

More food  

